NEW FOREST PONY BREEDING AND CATTLE SOCIETY

ANNUAL STALLION AND BREED SHOWS, 27-29 AUGUST 2011

Applewitch Magister, a 9-year-old stallion, claimed the supreme championship at the New Forest Pony Breeding and Cattle Society’s annual breed show.  He was bred in Pilley by Kay and Alan Bailey, who were truly delighted, as it is the first time an Applewitch pony has taken this prestigious title.  He came through the ranks by winning the ridden stallion class and standing ridden champion.  Magister is by the Baileys’ own stallion Applewitch Pure Magic out of a Forest-bred mare Samsons Maiden.  Owned by the MJM Team in Wiltshire, he will be competing for a second time at the Horse of the Year Show (HOYS) in October.
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Reserve supreme was Forest Agister Robert Maton’s Forest-bred mare Mallards Wood Goddess who won both the Forest-bred and Mare championship. The 10-year-old mare has had six foals but proved barren this year and has now been broken to ride and will compete under saddle. 

Over in the Forest-run stallion classes there was a poignant win when Miss Debbie Stokes' and the late Jeff Kitcher's Oke Dene Red Alert won the Forest-run championship ahead of Michael Maton's Bakeburn Jethro.

All of the Forest-run stallions ran the forest for four weeks this year and all looked very well.  Until 10 years ago, most of the stallions used to run the Forest all year round and so at that time too much condition was not an issue.  It is a difficult balance for the owners and New Forest Verderers in deciding how long to depasture the stallions to keep foal numbers in check. This year's winner of the Cranesmoor cup for the sire of the best foals on the Forest was Mr and Mrs Alex Humble’s Lovelyhill Cranborne Heights.

Sabina’s Gold Sovereign, now 17 years old, won a very strong in-hand stallion class awarded by visiting judge from Norway, Mrs Haar. Sovereign ended the day with the in-hand stud stallion championship for his owner breeder Sabine Andree-Parsons and then thoroughly enjoyed himself in the gymkhana in the afternoon.  Novice ridden stallion champion was Hollybrooke Rambler owned by John and Wendy Adams from Burley.  Fiona King brought out her stallion Greencottage Ambassador, now 16 years old, to claim first in the BSPS Olympia semi-final qualifier with the Humble’s Burley Hallmark second.  Once again, the Retack gymkhana proved popular at the end of the show with competitive rivalry between the parents of some well known Forest families!

Performance day, Sunday 28 August

With a HOYS ridden breed qualifier on offer competitors made the most of this late chance to qualify. The in-form stallion, Willoway Free Spirit ridden by Laura Wilson, champion at the New Forest Show in July, moved up from the initial line-up to win, over the Isle of Wight’s Ms A Thorpe's Forest-bred pony Howen Buttons, who also won a Junior Ridden class.  We now have a tally of six New Forest ponies in the ridden section through to HOYS, the most for several years - Burley Hallmark, Applewitch Magister, Farriers Fingerprint, Hollybrooke Rambler, Willoway Free Spirit and Furzley Accolaide.

Another HOYS-bound pony the stallion Mallards Wood Full Monty took the Working Hunter Pony championship for owner Vee Taheri-Sinfield.  Mrs A Evan’s Rowhill Rocker, the 2010 NFPB&CS Performance Pony of the Year, did well winning two WHP classes and gaining places in Junior ridden and dressage classes.

In the show jumping ring Kate Ingram's Silverlea Salsa won all three of the open jumping classes and this combination is representing the New Forest Pony Enthusiasts Club at the riding club finals in Lincoln.

Novice ridden classes saw good entries forward with the eventual champion and reserve going to the chestnut mare Willoway Vitality owned and bred by Mr and Mrs Large and the 4-year-old bay mare Furzley Mermaide owned by Sandra Kilford in reserve.  Kate Walker’s Farriers Flashman won the Forest-bred ridden championship for the second year running.

In hand Day, Monday 29 August

The foal classes were very strong this year and the champion came from the filly class, Mr & Mrs Pidgley’s Haywards Lois Lane by Long Copse Elton out of Newcopse Red Cedar Reserve was an as yet unnamed colt from the Farriers Stud by Farriers Fingerprint out of Brock Halloween who was the reserve champion mare. The striking liver chestnut colt caught the eye of several overseas visitors. 

It was nice to see a new championship especially for ponies bought from Beaulieu Road Sales. The highest placed pony in each class bought from the sales was eligible for this championship. It is kindly sponsored by Wendy Fromm who has herself bought several good ponies from Beaulieu Road, and who has donated a Barry Peckham print of the old sale yard to the winner. The first year's winner was Mr & Mrs P Armitage's bay filly Blakeswater Serenade, by Mudeford Sovereign out of Lucky Lane Sue, bred by James Gerrelli.  Mr Armitage said that was fortunate enough to have wonderful chalk grazing, and this filly looked a real quality entrant and looks set to have a bright showing future ahead.

The best youngstock owned by a young New Forest Commoner saw last year’s winner Lovelyhill Stepping Stone, owned by Master Hugh Humble, retain her title, with Luke Blomfield’s Sway Special Ethel in reserve.  The Youngstock Championship was won by Heidi Whetren's home-bred Brushwood Top Gun ahead of Wendy Gover Fromm’s Purewell Pepper.  The Forest Bred Youngstock Champion was Mr & Mrs Simon Young’s Brock Lullaby.

The breed show seems to mark the end of the show season but the start of the Autumn Drift Season and the Beaulieu Road Pony Sales where, who knows, there may be next year’s winner just waiting for that bid?

Kerry Humble 

