National Championships 2011 (Dressage)

What a fantastically successful time we had! First and foremost though we must thank our helpers Julie and Jez Moxon, Tanya Cooper and Sarah Hodson all from the Northern Supporters Group. Without our helpers we would be unable to compete. We must also thank all our drivers, grooms and trainers – this really is a team event; without the teamwork it would be impossible to do all the events we do at Lincoln.

When we arrived we found one pony had a loose shoe; fortunately there was due to be a Farrier on site by 8.30am on the Saturday morning; plenty of time before a 10am test – or was it? The Farrier was not on site until after 9am so the pony joined the queue and with lots of help was groomed and tacked up whilst waiting. Fortunately those with an early competition time were allowed to queue jump so with little more than 15 minutes to warm up and be tack checked the pony was ready.

We were so busy it was almost impossible to keep up with everyone’s tests and the results etc. Two of our teams members were show jumping as well as doing dressage; yet again proving just how versatile our ponies are.

Every team that went to the championships was placed; there were also some very good individual placings too;

The Novice Dressage team was fourth, all riding prelim test 12;

Sophie Albery
 
– Wayland Arabesque 

 - 3rd in her arena

Tasha Smith

– Wayland Crescendo 

– 2nd in her arena

Jane Place
 
– Combe Jenny Wren 

– 10th in her arena

Mandy Pidgley
 
– Haywards Enigma 

The Riding Test Team was third; 2 team members ride riding test 12 and 2 ride riding test 14;

Sophie Albery 

 – Wayland Arabesque 

– 2nd in her arena

Mandy Pidgley

 – Haywards Enigma

Dawn Vear
 
– Kilncopse Fly-by-Night 
– 5th in her arena

Sarah Goddard
 
– Hurstfield Billy Bigalo

Jane Place (Combe Jenny Wren) rode RT12 as an individual and was a very close 3rd to Sophie.

The Rural Riders team were second; this is where 6 ponies ride a dressage all together;

Mandy Pidgley 

– Haywards Engima

Sarah Goddard 

– Hurstfield Billy Bigalo

Sophie Albery

– Wayland Arabesque

Sally-Anne Peirson 
– Kilncopse Fly-by-Night

Jane Place 

– Combe Jenny Wren

Tasha Smith 

– Wayland Crescendo
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                               Rural Riders Team

Finally the Team of four won! This is the first time we’ve managed to get a team together for this and we beat 20 other teams;

Dawn Vear 

– Kilncopse Fly-by-Night

Mandy Pidgley 

– Haywards Enigma

Sarah Goddard

– Hurstfield Billy Bigalo

Tasha Smith 

– Wayland Crescendo.
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                            Team of Four

Well done to everyone who took part and helped during the day. Fingers crossed we’ll try to do it all again next year!

