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Ensure correct paperwork for live 

animal and animal product health 

checks at the EU border 
Traders must ensure that UK hauliers have the correct paperwork to comply with new animal 

and animal product checks at the EU border. Traders should take the following steps to obtain 

the necessary paperwork before exporting goods to EU member states. 

Check if you need an Export Health Certificate 

Exports of live animals and products of animal origin to the EU require an Export Health 

Certificate (EHC) signed by an Official Vet (OV) or Food Competent Certifying Officer (FCCO). 

The original signed EHC must travel with the consignment.  

You can check which EHC you need via Defra’s Form Finder and apply online. Full guidance on 

the EHC process is available on gov.uk. You should ensure that you have found an OV or 

FCCO who can certify your consignment before you start the application process. 

If you cannot find an EHC, you’ll need to contact the competent authority in the EU country 

you’re exporting to, in advance, to find out what paperwork you’ll need. If the competent 

authority says that you need an EHC, you’ll need to get their import conditions. Email the 

conditions to APHA at exports@apha.gov.uk who’ll arrange an EHC for you. 

Find the correct Border Control Post for your goods 

You must get your animals and animal products checked at an EU BCP. There are more than 

400 BCPs in the EU and they’re usually at EU ports and airports. The most frequently used are: 

• Belgium BCPs 
• France BCPs 
• Germany BCPs 
• Netherlands BCPs 
• Portugal BCPs 
• Spain BCPs 
 

 
You can check the full list of EU BCPs. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/export-health-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-an-export-health-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/find-a-professional-to-certify-export-health-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/find-a-professional-to-certify-export-health-certificates
mailto:exports@apha.gov.uk
http://www.favv-afsca.fgov.be/invoerderdelanden/levendedieren/_documents/20201015_OCRlijst2019_1014_V05_10_20_20200805.xlsx
https://agriculture.gouv.fr/telecharger/105878?token=9bf31a869e0f84635e588f8e4667ade2ab29215f7c3ea31b65579616b232a5e1
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/docs/bcps_contact_germany.pdf
https://www.portofrotterdam.com/en/doing-business/services/service-range/brexit
http://srvbamid.dgv.min-agricultura.pt/xeov21/attachfileu.jsp?look_parentBoui=21552886&att_display=n&att_download=y
https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/comercio-exterior-ganadero/listapcf-pe-11-2020_tcm30-432508.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/vet-border-control/bip_en
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Your goods may be refused entry, seized, destroyed or returned to GB if they arrive at: 
 

• a port in the EU without a BCP or where checks cannot be carried out 

• an EU BCP that cannot check your type of animal 

• an EU BCP without the correct documentation 

Give advance notice to the EU Border Control Post (pre-notification) 

You’ll need to give EU BCPs advance notice of goods arriving (pre-notify). Check with the BCP 

you’re planning to use for how much notice is needed. 

Contact your import agent in the EU to make sure they notify the BCP through the Trade 

Control and Expert System (TRACES) of the arrival of the consignment. They must do this 

within the time limits set out by the BCP or point of entry. 

Comply with new customs requirements 

Comply with wider HMRC guidance on customs requirements for exporting to the EU, follow 

HMRC guidance for moving goods from GB and follow rules on identifying animals, if you want 

to export them to the EU. 

Useful resources 

Trader webinars  

View webinars for exporters of animals and products of animal origin to the EU. Follow the links 

below for: 

• Export Health Certificate (EHC) and the online service 
• Products of Animal Origin 
• Live animals or livestock 
• Equines 
• Composite food products 

 

EU guidance 

• Guidance: Sanitary and phytosanitary controls on goods imported from the UK into EU 

entering via France - French Ministry for Agriculture and Food 

Defra Helplines 

Select the most appropriate Helpline for the commodity you are exporting to the EU at 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contact-defra 

https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trading-and-moving-goods-in-and-out-of-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-on-importing-and-exporting-live-animals-or-animal-products
https://youtu.be/5Kp8Q6t20DI
https://youtu.be/-s5HrIq5Ojc
https://youtu.be/WSGNd_CrnsM
https://youtu.be/QBDVqIiIpCE
https://youtu.be/OoiXIyU22cA
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.gouv.fr%2Ftelecharger%2F123541%3Ftoken%3Dc09315f191ec68f6b9267cf3e2eed847d638d6b3058ace9b5ac936dd4a2f7ef1&data=04%7C01%7Chelena.busby%40defra.gov.uk%7C200d868bd216491e7ae508d8b3c865a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637457020577422099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=70OfrrNH6q6pYR1keLOzEfAOPIu320m412aP%2B9Bgtw8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagriculture.gouv.fr%2Ftelecharger%2F123541%3Ftoken%3Dc09315f191ec68f6b9267cf3e2eed847d638d6b3058ace9b5ac936dd4a2f7ef1&data=04%7C01%7Chelena.busby%40defra.gov.uk%7C200d868bd216491e7ae508d8b3c865a8%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637457020577422099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=70OfrrNH6q6pYR1keLOzEfAOPIu320m412aP%2B9Bgtw8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contact-defra

