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History & Background 
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History & Background 

• There have been New Forest ponies in the 

New Forest since the end of the last Ice Age

• Early records include the bones of a 13hh 

pony at the Roman Villa at Rockbourne and 

the profits of the Royal Stud at Lyndhurst 

going to the building of Beaulieu Abbey

• The first society for the improvement of New 

Forest ponies was set up in 1891 to run a 

stallion show, followed in 1905 by the Burley 

and District New Forest Pony Breeding and 

Cattle Society who started the Stud Book and 

the Breed Show

• After World War 1, commoners in the forest  

stated that those ponies with the most ‘old 

forest blood’ stayed longest on the forest, so 

after 1930 only New Forest stallions were 

permitted to run out on the open forest

• The New Forest Pony Breeding & Cattle Society 
are the official holders of the Studbook of New 
Forest Ponies

• It is known as the Studbook of Origin or the 
‘mother studbook’ 

• There are ‘daughter studbooks’ run by filial 
societies across Europe and in North America & 
Canada. They must follow the rules of the mother 
studbook to retain their status (and register of 
New Forest Ponies)

DRAFT
Picture 



The Breed Standard of the New Forest Pony 
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A pony is eligible for registration into the New Forest Pony Studbook only if it meets the breed 

standard and the conditions in the Society's Breeding Programme

Parentage
Both sire and dam must be registered in the main 

section of the New Forest Pony Studbook, the sire 

licensed to breed, and the mare must be in the 

breeder’s name / ownership before registration

Height
There is an Upper limit 148 cm but no lower limit.

Ponies that go over 148cm will be transferred to the 

X-register (and can no longer be used to breed into 

the main section of the studbook)

Type
New Forest Ponies should be of working type with 

substance: sloping shoulders, strong quarters, 

plenty of flat bone, good depth of body, straight 

limbs and hard, round feet

Action & Temperament 
Their action  should be free, active and straight, 

but not exaggerated; and their temperament 

should be amenable that generally makes them 

very suitable for multiple disciplines

• Ponies out of two registered parents that do not meet the breed standard (e.g. too 
much white, over height or by unlicensed stallions) can be registered in the X-
Register, a sub-section of the New Forest Pony Studbook

• These ponies are not permitted in Registered New Forest Pony or affiliated 
Mountain & Moorland classes and cannot ‘breed up’ back into the main section of 
the studbook or breed stock eligible for registration into the studbook



Colours & White Markings permitted 
in the Breed Standard
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Permitted colours

• Bay / brown, black and chestnut — the solid 
base colours

• Roan: bay roan, chestnut roan or blue roan

• Grey  (a grey must have at least one grey 
parent) important to note true foal colour

• Single cream dilute: palomino, buckskin, dun, 
smoky black (conditions apply – see breed std)

Colours not permitted in the main 
section of the Studbook

• Piebald, skewbald, tobiano, overo or 
spotted / appaloosa patterns

• Double cream dilute (cremello, perlino, 
smoky cream, blue-eyed cream)

• Excess White markings (see below)

Permitted White Markings 

• A pony shall not have any white markings 

on pink skin behind the head, above a 

horizontal line level with the bony 

protuberance of the accessory carpal bone 

at the back of the knee in the forelimb, and 

the point of the hock in the hind limb, 

unless proven to be due to trauma/injury

The lines on the diagrams show the permitted level of white on the forelegs



Identifying colours correctly  
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Buckskin (not Dun) Chestnut Roan 

Blue Roan Bay Roan 



The Part-Bred & First Cross Registers 
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First Cross New Forest Ponies: 
• To breed a First Cross, one 

parent must be a registered 
New Forest and the other must 
be a registered pure-bred 
horse/pony from another 
breed

• Cross-bred ponies cannot 
produce a First Cross.

• Ponies in the First Cross and 
Part-Bred registers are issued 
with Equine ID only passports 
but with burgundy coloured 
‘New Forest Part-Bred’ covers

• They are listed in the PB/FX 
register, not the Studbook  

Part Bred New Forest Ponies:
• Part-Bred horses/ponies must have at least 25% 

registered New Forest blood

• For 50% Part-Breds, the New Forest parent must 
be a pony registered in the main, approved for 
breeding section of the New Forest Pony Studbook

• For 25% Part-Breds, the parent that is 50% New 
Forest must be registered either as a First Cross 
New Forest or a 50% Part-Bred in the New Forest 
Part-Bred register 

• No breeding up from either the First Cross or the 
Part-Bred New Forest registers into the main, 
approved for breeding section of the Studbook is 
allowed under any circumstances



Types of Registration & Passport Applications  
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£20 to 30 September / £27 1 October 

£20 to 30 September / £27 1 October

£20 to 30 September / £27 1 October  

£27 all dates inclusive 

£27 to 30 September / £32 1 October

Non Members rates – double  

2026 Fees 
(Members rates) 

• Pure Bred (Green Passport)

• X Register (Burgandy Passport with ‘X’)

• Part Bred & First Cross (Burgandy Passport)

• Donkey  (Pink Passport)

• Equine ID only (Pink Passport) 

Registration / Passport Application type 

• All applications, whatever class, must be submitted to the Society Office by 30 November in 
the year of birth at the very latest. But please get them in as early as possible! 

• Any pure-bred foal not registered during its birth year must be DNA tested to its sire and dam 
(at the breeder's expense) or entered into the X Register (and will not be approved for breeding)

• Unless sired on the forest by a forest run stallion, all mares must be included on a Stallion 
Return, signed by the stallion owner before an application for registration can be accepted 



Prefixes 
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• The Society maintains a register of prefixes to be used with 
ponies included in the Studbook and the Part Bred / First Cross 
Registers

• Any Member may register a prefix consisting of one distinctive 
word, not already in use, and subject to the approval of the 
Society Council and the British Central Prefix Register (CPR)

• Prefixes must be at least two letters different, sound different and 
not include double prefixes (eg Burleybarrow)

• A prefix shall be included with the name of the pony only when 
the pony has been bred by the holder of the prefix

• Only those approved by the Society and formally registered by 
the CPR can use a registered prefix 

• In the event of an owner ceasing to use a prefix the Council may 
consider allowing the prefix to be transferred on receipt of the 
written permission of the owner, their family or executors

Search for registered 
Prefixes here:
Central Prefix Register 

• The Fee to register a 
new prefix or add an 
additional society is 
£25

• Prefix application 
forms can be found 
here: 

CPR Application Form 

https://www.centralprefixregister.com/
https://www.newforestpony.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-CPR-Application-Form.pdf


Passport and microchip derogation 
for forest-run ponies 
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• Ponies that are lawfully depastured on the forest (with a marking fee 

paid on them) can be exempt from part of the Equine ID regulations

• They do not need a microchip or a full passport issued as long as
they are identified in the Society Studbook or Part-Bred register

• They are not exempt for the Zootech (Studbook) regulations, so 
must be registered in the usual way and subject to the usual 
criteria (and application fee). You must also tick the derogation box

• Once registered they will be issued with a ‘derogation certificate’ 
to identify them as falling within the exemption

• Derogated ponies must not leave the ‘derogated area’ of the New 
Forest, unless temporarily for welfare purposes

• If a pony leaves the derogated area or receives recordable 
veterinary treatment, then it must be microchipped and its 
derogation certificate upgraded to a full equine passport 

• The forest run derogation does not apply to un-registered stock 



‘Forest Bred’ status
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• Forest Bred status is given to a lawfully depastured
pony that is known to the Council and agisters as 
being both sired and foaled on the open Forest

• It must also have remained on the open Forest until 
1 August in the year of birth (except in extenuating 
circumstances to be agreed by Council) 

• Ensure you tick the relevant boxes on the passport 
application form to confirm sired & born on the 
forest

• Forest Bred status will be noted in the non-statutory 
details (yellow pages) of the passport and will allow 
entry into Forest Bred classes and championships

• Forest Bred status is applied to Pure-bred ponies 
only 



Transfer of ownership 
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• It is an offence to sell a horse without a passport

• Under the Horse Passport (England) Regulations it is a 
legal requirement for a new owner to update the 
ownership details on the passport with the Passport 
Issuing Organisation that issued the passport 
(NFPB&CS) within 30 days of purchasing the horse or 
pony

• Failure to do so is an offence and you could be fined 
by Trading Standards

• An equine passport does not constitute proof of 
ownership of the horse or pony, and the actual 
passport document remains the property of the 
NFPB&CS at all times

• The current transfer fee is £12 for members / £22 for 
non members Transfer forms can be found here: 

Transfer of Ownership form

https://www.newforestpony.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Transfer-form-2026.pdf


Completing a Passport Application Form 
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• Always complete all relevant parts of the 
application form, especially the sire & dam and 
the district the dam was running in for forest run 
stock

• Ensure you complete Sired and Born on the forest 
boxes if the pony is to be recorded as ‘Forest Bred’

• It is important to note the true foal colour, 
especially if likely to be grey as an adult

• If the pony is bred using AI this must be noted (as 
different registration conditions apply) 

• The breeder must sign and date the application 
form

• Complete in Black Ink and in BLOCK CAPITALS

• Always use the correct form (Pure, Partbred / 
Equine /  Donkey)

• Forms can be found here: Application Forms

Red hatching
White markings — lightly hatch the 
FULL extent in red ink, not just the top 
edge.

Outline + shade
Flesh marks — outline and shade 
completely; take care not to obliterate 
whorls.

X (black)
Whorls (changes in hair direction) —
mark with X in black ink.

V (black)
Acquired marks such as scars — show 
with V and describe in words.

Chip symbol
Microchip — mark where the chip is 
implanted in the pony.

In words too:  note each white marking's limit in the boxes 

provided. If the pony has no white, write “nil white” or “no 

markings”. Record whorl positions in words as well (e.g. “whorl 

mid-crest”).

https://www.newforestpony.com/forms/


Completing the ID Chart & Silhouette 
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• White markings: lightly hatch the FULL extent in red or black 
ink, not just the top edge

• Flesh marks: outline and shade completely; take care not to 
obliterate whorls

• Hooves: describe colour of the hoof / stripes as good point of 
ID

• Whorls: mark with an ‘X’ in black ink.

• Acquired marks, such as scars: show with V and describe in 
words

• Brands: draw in the brand and describe its location  

• Microchip: mark where the chip is implanted with a circled 
‘M’ and describe its location

• In words too: note each white marking's limit in the boxes 
provided. If the pony has no white, write “nil white” or “no 
markings”. Record whorl positions in words as well (e.g.
“whorl mid-crest”)



Using the correct descriptions
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Member fees 2025

Pure / part-bred foal
£20 to 30 Sep · £27 from 1 Oct

ID-only equine passport
£27 to 30 Sep · £32 from 1 Oct

Donkey passport  £27
Returned-paperwork levy  £10

Send to

• Always use the correct terminology 
to describe the marking or the 
location of the identification point

• Remember, the written description 
on the form and the drawing on the 
silhouette describe the same pony 

• If a marking is drawn, it must be 
named in words, and if it's named in 
words, it must be drawn

• Mismatches are the most common 
error received by the Society

A useful guide can be found here: Weatherbys Idenitification of the horse guide 

file:///C:/Users/HP/OneDrive/Sams%20Folder/NFPBACS/Passports%20and%20Reg%20Committee/Weatherbys%20Identification-of-Horses-Booklet.pdf
file:///C:/Users/HP/OneDrive/Sams%20Folder/NFPBACS/Passports%20and%20Reg%20Committee/Weatherbys%20Identification-of-Horses-Booklet.pdf
file:///C:/Users/HP/OneDrive/Sams%20Folder/NFPBACS/Passports%20and%20Reg%20Committee/Weatherbys%20Identification-of-Horses-Booklet.pdf


Common mistakes and how to avoid them 

Tip: photograph both sides and the front before you draw — it makes transferring markings to the silhouette far easier.11

✗ Marking the top edge only

Hatch the full extent of every white 
marking, not just where it begins

✗ Vague leg descriptions

Say exactly how far white extends —
“to below knee”, “to mid-cannon”

✗
Forgetting whorls

Mark whorls with X and note them in 
words; they're vital ID on plain ponies

✗ Adult colour for a foal
Give the genetic birth colour; grey is 
only ever stated for an adult

✗
Unsigned silhouette
The vet must sign and stamp the 
silhouette before you send it (if 
Microchipped) 

✗ Description ≠ drawing
Cross-check both documents so every 
marking appears in both

✗ Not in block capitals / ink

Pencil or lower case is not accepted, 
use ink and BLOCK CAPITALS

✗
Leaving it too late

Late registration costs more, and DNA 
testing applies after the birth year

Remember: all applications must be submitted to the society by 30 
November in the year of their birth to avoid requiring  DNA parentage testing 

*If a passport application is returned for correction a £10 levy is charged* 



Completing an Application for Registration 
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Face:  Hatch the star and stripe in red on the head 
view; note “star and stripe”.

Hind leg:  Hatch the sock in red to its full height; note 
“white to mid-cannon, near hind”.

Whorls:  Mark any whorl with an X and note its 
position, e.g. “whorl centre forehead”.

Her written description reads:

“BAY FILLY. STAR AND STRIPE. WHITE TO MID-CANNON 

NEAR HIND. WHORL CENTRE FOREHEAD.”

Use the forms provided to complete an application for registration and issue of a 
purebred registered passport. We will run through the completed forms together



Any Questions 
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Thank you for coming! 

?



Useful links & documents
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Everything referenced in this guide is available on the Society website. Below are 

some useful links to the most common information needed for successful registering 

All registration forms

Application forms (Pure inc. AI, Part Bred, Equine ID, 
Donkey), transfer, duplicate passport, lease & more

NFPB&CS all forms 

Transfers, Upgrades & other misc forms

Forms needed to transfer, upgrade, add a microchip 
or duplicate passport requests and other 
miscellaneous forms 
Transfers Upgrades & other forms 

Breed Standard of the New Forest Pony

The breed standard page and the full Breed 
Description

The New Forest Pony Breed Standard

Society Rules  

The objects and rules of the NFPB&CS including 
conditions of registration 

NFPB&CS Rules and Objects 

Registration, passport guidance & Fees 

The terms you accept when you sign, deadlines, 
derogation and legal requirements

Registration Documents and Fees

The New Forest Pony Breeding Programme

The official breeding programme document 
setting out registration rules and policy

NFPB&CS Breeding Programme

Any queries, please contact the office on:  Deepslade House, Ringwood Rd, Bransgore, Hampshire BH23 8AA   
01425 672775  ·  info@newforestpony.com

https://www.newforestpony.com/forms/
https://www.newforestpony.com/new-forest-pony-registration-documents-and-passports/
https://www.newforestpony.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Breed-Description-2021-Seperate-Doc.pdf
https://www.newforestpony.com/society-rules-2009/
https://www.newforestpony.com/new-forest-pony-registration-documents-and-passports/
https://www.newforestpony.com/breeding-programme-document/
https://www.newforestpony.com/breeding-programme-document/
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