New Forest Pony Breeding and Cattle Society

A Company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales with No:3421046. Registered Charity No:1064746

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL 2026 NFPB&CS POINT-TO-POINT
COMPETITORS AND MOUNTED STEWARDS

From 2026, all competitors and mounted stewards must wear:
e An approved Skull Cap meeting current safety standards (fixed peaks not permitted)
e An approved Body Protector to current UK standards (Beta Level 3, 2018 Blue Label)
e Suitable footwear with a smooth sole and defined heel.

Approved Standards for 2026:
e Current Safety Standards approved by the NFPB&CS follow those issued by the
BHS and British Eventing and are listed on the two pages below.

Please also note:

e Hat chin straps must be correctly fastened at all times when mounted.

« Air jackets may be worn over an approved body protector, but not instead of one

o Hats and body protectors should be professionally fitted by a qualified equestrian
safety equipment fitter

o Adult competitors are strongly advised to have their hat and body protector
checked and refitted every two years

e Children should have their equipment checked more frequently due to growth.

« Riding hats should generally be replaced every 3-5 years, depending on age,
condition and wear.

Hat Tagging and Equipment Checks:

All hats must be tagged with an official NFPB&CS Hat Tag prior to race day.

o There will be no hat tagging available on race day

« On race day, all hats will be checked for Society Tags and body protector labels
will be checked when competitors obtain their numbers at the meeting point (the
same applies to mounted stewards reporting in at the meeting place)

e Any competitor or steward who does not present a hat carrying a valid NFPB&CS
hat tag or a body protector meeting the required safety standards will not be
permitted to race or take part.

Obtaining NFPB&CS Hat Tags:
« A pre-race safety briefing event for all competitors and stewards will be held on
Friday 11 December 2026, Lyndhurst Community Centre SO43 7FZ, 7.30pm
« All competitors are strongly encouraged to attend
o Compulsory NFPB&CS hat tagging will be available at the briefing event or by
individual arrangement with the Society.

NFPB&CS Deepslade House, Ringwood Road, Bransgore, Hants BH23 8AA
Tel & Fax: 01425 672775 email: info@newforestpony.com
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Riding Hat Standards 2026

Reference guide based on current BHS accepted standards

Standard and Date = Quality Assurance Mark Visual Example
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Important: the hat must meet all the requirements in one row.
The standard and the appropriate quality assurance mark must both be present.

NFPB&CS Deepslade House, Ringwood Road, Bransgore, Hants BH23 8AA
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Body Protector Standards 2026

Reference guide for British Eventing body protector checks

Standard and Date = Quality Assurance Mark Visual Example
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Important: For British Eventing, only BETA 2018 Level 3 is accepted where
a body protector is required.
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